m / 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  01653  8479 


43c  929.2  T5995d 


Daye7  June. 

Who  founded  Toms  River, 


N.  J. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2019 


https://archive.org/details/whofoundedtomsriOOdaye 


■ 


A  RESUME  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF 


By  June  D a y e 


■vir- 


Copy'ighi  (Qiil  f 

BY  THE  OCEAN  COUNTY  BUREAU  OF  PUBLICITY 


v  ' 
V  • 


«>«*  — - *.  »n^»  ...  ■  •>  A-^.,  — 'V,  f 


Who  Founded  Toms  River,  N.  J. 


A  Resume  of  the  History  of 
CAPT.- WILLIAM  TOMS 


By  June  Date 


IN  preparing  a  story  of  the  found¬ 
ing  of  Toms  -River,  one  must  de¬ 
pend  much  upon  tradition  for 
early  historical  data,  and  not  upon 
written  records.  Many  of  these  rec¬ 
ords  are  not  available,  due  principally 
to  the  sacking  and  burning  of  Toms 
River  by  the  British  in  1782.  Up  to 
that  period,  the  records  had  been  kept 
in  what  was  known  as  the  "Town 
Book,”  by  the  Clerk,  or  “Clark,”  as 
he  was  then  called. 

While  public  records  are  not  avail¬ 
able,  private  records  of  descendants 
of  the  early  days  have  been  searched 
and  investigated  wherever  possible. 
The  author  of  this  sketch  has  spent 
considerable  time  during  the  past 
twenty-eight  years  investigating  the 
story'  of  the  founding  of  the  town. 

He  has  written  scores  of  letters  to 
descendants,  travelled  many  hundred 
miles,  to  interview  persons  supposed 
to  know  about  th£  founder,  written 
miles  of  words,  and  entertained  in  his 
office  scores  of  persons  who  came  to 
tell  him  the  story  of  the  man  who 
founded  the  town. 

Finally,  a  few  years  ago,  upon  the 
250th  anniversary  of, the  founding  of 
Toms  River,  the  author  received  a 
communication  from  Capt.  George  W. 
Toms,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  in  which  he 
stated  he  believed  one  of  his  fore¬ 
bears  had  been  the  discoverer  and 
founder.  Continued  investigation  and 
research  convinced  the  author  that  Mr. 
Toms  had  the  evidence.  After  a  few 
years  of  investigation  Capt.  Toms 
died,  and  the  work  was  halted  for  a 
few''  months,  while  Capt.  Toms’  sister, 
Mrs.  Lucie  Toms  Paight,  of  Stamford, 
gathered  together  his  papers. and  set¬ 
tled  his  estate. 


MrL  Paight,  in  the  meantime,  sug¬ 
gested  that  her  brother,  Rev.  George 
W.  Toms,  of  Pe  nns  Grove,  N.  J.,  a 
Methodist  Protestant  minister,  be  con¬ 
tacted.  During  this  interim,  a  young 
man  by  the  name  of  Smith,  living  in 
Brooklyn,  called  on  the  author  and 
stated  he  was  a  relative  of  Capt.  Wm. 
Toms,  and  requested  such  information 
as  the  author  might  have.  This  young 
^  man  had  but  little  to  establish  his 
’  claim  of  relationship  except  his  word, 
and  a  few  facts  that  were  already 
known  to  the  author.  Mr.  Smith  after 
a  two  day  visit,  returned  to  his  Brook¬ 
lyn  home1,  where  he  later  married  and 
moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  now  lives. 

Investigation  continued  and  after 
several  months,  word  was  received 
again  from  Mrs.  Paight,  and  also  from 
Rev.  Mr.  Toms,  together  with  papers 
which  convinced  the  author  he  was  on 
the  right  track  for  the  true  story. 

•  Rev.  Dr.  Toms  ofCPenns  Grove,  is  a 
great  grandson  of  the  founder,  and 
with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Paight,  have  pro¬ 
duced  papers  written  by  their  father, 
George  Wallace  Toms,  which  undoubt¬ 
edly  show  their  great  grandfather  to 
have  been  Jthe  founder  of  Toms  River. 

Capt.  William  Tonis  settled  in  New 
Jersey,  at  a  place  named  Toms  River 
in  1672,  so  named  in  his  honor,  due  to 
the  fact  he  had  first  brought  the  loca¬ 
tion  and  attractions  to  the  notice  of 
the  white  men.  Capt.  Toms  had  been 
making  a  surveying  tour  in, New  Jer¬ 
sey  for  the  West  Jersey  Confpany,  and 
discovering  a  path  leading  to  the  east¬ 
ward,  he  followed  it  until  it  lead  him 
to  what  we  now  know  as  the  Toms 
River  section. 

The  origin  of  the  name  of  Toms 
River  has  been  under  dispute,  for 
many  years,  there  being  two  traditions 
as  to  how  its  name  was  derived;  one 
alleging  that  it  was  named  for  fa  noted 
Indian  who  inhabited  this  region,  and 
who  is  said  to  have  held  important 
positions  under  the  then  ruling  gov¬ 
ernment.  This  tradition  has  been  ex¬ 
ploded  to  a  great  extent  by  proof  that 
Toms  River  had  been  known  by  that 
name  for  years  when  this  Indian, 
named  Indian  Tom,  was  a  very  young 
man,  and  Edwin  Salter,  the  noted  his¬ 
torian,  who  wrote  the  “History*  of 
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Ocean  and  Monmouth  Counties,"  says 
"it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  the 
place  was  named  after  him  when  he 
was  scarce  out  of  his  teens."  The  sec¬ 
ond  tradition  is  that  it  was  named  for 
Captain  William  Toms,  who  resided  in 
New  Castle,  Delaware,  and  who  pene¬ 
trated  through  the  wilderness  on  a 
surveying  expedition,  to  the  seashore, 
and  discovered  the  stream  now  known 
as  Toms  River;  upon  his  return  he 
.  made  such  favorable  representations 
of  the  land  in  its  vicinity  that  settlers 
were  induced  to  come  here  and  locate 
in  the  summer  of  1672,  and  these  set¬ 
tlers  named  the  settlement  and  river 
Toms  River,  after  Captain  Toms,  be¬ 
cause  he  first  brought  it  to  the  notice 
'  of  the  whites.  r 

He  came  to  this  country  with  the 
English  expedition  under  Sir  Robert  / 
Carre  and  Col.  Richard  Nicholls,  • 
which  conquered  the  Dutch  at  New 
Amsterdam  (New  York),  August, 
1664.  Immediately  after  he  went  with 
Sir  Robert  Carre  on  the  expedition  to 
attack  the  Dutch  settlement  on  the 
Delaware  River.  The  Dutch  surren¬ 
dered  after  feeble  resistance,  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1664.  On  the  expedition  he  ren¬ 
dered  such  valuable  assistance  that 
Governor  Nicholls  issued  an  order, 
June  30,  1665,  which  states  that  for 
Captain  William  Toms  "good  services 
at  Delaware,  there  shall  be  granted  to 
him  the  lands  of  Peter  Aldricks,  con¬ 
fiscated  for  hostility  to  the  English.” 

Captain  Toms’  death  occurred  Janu¬ 
ary  12,  1678,  just  after  he  had  been* 
appointed  to  the  task  of  arranging  and 
attesting  the  papers  of  New7  Castle,  ; 
complaint  having  been  made  that  the 
papers  were  in  confusion.  His  varied 
duties  were  performed  with  general 
satisfaction  to  settlers,  Indians  and 
officials,  and  we  may  safely  infer  that 
he  diil  more  than  any  man  in  his  day 
"towards  the  settlement  and  ^repose  of 
the  inhabitants  on  both  sides  of  the 
Delaware.”  It  is  no  discredit  to  the 
name  of  Toms  River  that  it  should 
be  derived  from  such  a  man. 

The  following  is  from  records  sup¬ 
plied  by  Mrs.  Lucie  Toms  Paight: 

"Capt.  William  Toms  settled  in  New 
Jersey,  at  a  place  named  Toms  Riser 
in  his  honor,  in  the  summer  of  1762. 
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He  was  of  Welch  descent,  a  surveyor 
by  profession,  with  headquarters  in 
New  Castle,  Delaware.  The  first  de¬ 
scendant  was  Joseph  Toms,  whose 
original  home  was  in  Sussex  County. 
He  married  Susan  Stout  (born  in  Ire¬ 
land  in  1799;  died  in  1879)  in  New 
Jersey  in  1813. 

,  "The  first  child  was  George  Wash¬ 
ington  Toms,  born  in  Gloucester,  N.  J., 
Sept.  4,  1814.  George  Washington 
Toms  married  Maria  June,  daughter 
of  Asa  and  Nancy  Stevens  June,  (of 
New  York  City,  at  that  time).  Her 
grandfather  was  Seth  Stevens,  a  scout 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  in  1776. 
Nancy  Stevens’  grandmother,  mbther 
of  Seth  Stevens,  was  an  Indian  squaw. 
I  irn/^ine  This  ‘Indian  Tom’  was  the 
Y.som.of  this  Indian  woman.  He  prob- 
!'  ably1  ranged  around  Toms  River  and 
thdt  'may  be  where  the  nickname 
comes  from.  Every  generation  since 
has  traces  of  Indian  blood. 

"George  Wallace  Toms  was  the  son 
of  George  Washington  Toms,  and  my 
brother,  Rev.  George  Washington 
Toms  and  T  are  two  ipf  his  children. 
My  brother,  Rev.  George  W.  Toms,,  is 
a  Methodist  Protestant  minister,  living 
at  Penns  Grove,  N.  J. 

“Miss  Mira  Smith,  of  Brooklyn,  who 
is  ;  connected  with  McCall’s  Magazine, 
has  for  years  been  interested  in  the 
family  name  and  the  tradition  about 
the  founding  of  Toms  River,  and  has 
much  information  concerning  the  facts 
•  about  the  case.” 

From  "The  Stamford  Herald",  April 
23rd,  1884. 

"In  the  list  of  old  people  recently 
published  in  the  "Herald”,  the  ntme 
of  Mrs.  Nancy  Lockwood  appeared  as 
the  oldest  woman,  in  Stamford,  hqr  age 
being  about  the  same  as  that  of  Tru¬ 
man  Smith  and  Nathan^  White,  and 
exceeding  that  of  the  veherable  Theo¬ 
dore  Davenport  by  one'  year.  Mrs. 
Lockwood  was  '  borYi  in  New  Canaan, 
Nov.  28th,  1790.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Seth  Stevens,  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

“She  was  married  twice.  Her  first 
husband  being  Asa  June,  to  whom  s|ie 
was  wedded  in  1809.  They  moved  to 
Catskill,  N.  Y.,  where  in  1819.  he  was 
swept  away  in  a  freshet  and  drowned. 
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The  family  had  been  driven  from  their 
home  by  the  flood,  and  he  had  gone 
back  to  rescue  one  of  the  children,  who 
was  supposed  to  have  been  left  in  the 
home.  This  thrilling  episode  in  her 
life,  was  frequently  related  by  Mrs. 
Lockwood. 

"In  1823,  having  moved  to  Stam- 
/  ford,  she  married  Lewis  Lockwood, 
who  died  in  1833. 

"Her  descendants  number  in  all, 
123.  Including  8  children,  41  grand¬ 
children,  72  great  grandchildren  and 
2  great  great  grandchildren.  Most  of 
these  are  living  at  this  date,  nearly  all 
in,  or  near  Stamford,  Conn. 

"Of  the  children,  four  are  still  liv¬ 
ing.  Mrs.  Aimee  Parker  of  Stamford; 
Mrs.  Eunice  Davis  of  New  York; 
Charles  G.  Lockwood  of  North  Stam¬ 
ford;  and  Daniel  Lockwood  of  Vine- 
land,  New  Jersey. 

"The  first  two  named  were  by  her 
first  marriage,  the  oldest  being  Mrs. 
Davis,  bom  in  1812. 

"The  Toms  Brothers,  well  known  in 
Stamford,  are  great  grandchildren  of 
Mrs.  Lockwood." 


Death  of  George  Washington  Toms, 
December  26th,  1894. 

"In  the  death  of  George  Washington 
Toms,  at  his  home,  9  Broadway,  Stam¬ 
ford,  Conn.,  on  Dec.  26th,  Stamford 
has  lost  another  of  its  old  citizens.  Mr. 
Toms  was  80  years  of  age,  and  had 
lived  here  about  50  years. 

"He  was  born  at  Gloucester,  New 
Jersey,  in  Sept.  1814,  his  ancestors  be¬ 
ing  of  Welsh  descent,  having  settled 
and  given  the  name  of  Toms  River  to 
a  town  in  New  Jersey. 

"While  a  young  man,  he  came  to 
Stamford,  settling  in  North  Stamford, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  a  car¬ 
penter.  He  remained  there  for  six  or 
eight  years,  and  then  moved  to  Stam¬ 
ford  where  he  became  foreman  in  the 
box  shop  of  The  Stamford  Mfg.  Co., 
at  the  Cove  Mills.  He  filled  that  posi¬ 
tion  for  33  years,  until  he  was  70 
years  of  age. 

"At  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  he 
was  an  enthusiastic  unionist,  but  be¬ 
ing  over  45  years  of  age,  he  was  too 
old  to  participate.  Two  sons,  Alonzo 
Phineas  and  George  Wallace,  repre¬ 


sented  him,  both  serving  honorably. 

"Mr.  Toms  was  a  quiet,  unostenta¬ 
tious  and  kindly  man.  Always  willing 
to  do  a  favor  or  a  kind  act.  During 
the  past  ten  years  he  has  rot  been 
actively  engaged  in  business,  but  has 
taken  to  extensive  trips.  Onfc  to  Cali¬ 
fornia,  where  he  spent  two  years,  and 
another  to  Canada. 

"In  his  religious  belief,  he  was  a 
Congregationalism  having  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  denomination  for  nearly 
his  whole  life.  His  membership  with 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Stamford,  Conn.,  extends  over  many 
years.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  six 
children.” 


"Nancy  Stevens,  daughter  of  Seth 
and  Rheumy  Stevens.  Seth  Stevens 
a  descendant  of  Irish  and  native  In¬ 
dian.  Seth  Stevens  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  1776." 

"Nancy  Stevens  born,  Nov.  28th, 
1790,  at  New  Canaan,  Conn. 

Nancy  Stevens  married  to  4sa  June, 
1809. 

Asa  June  of  French  descent." 
"Children :  '  ) 

Smira  Ann,  born  1810. 

Amy,  born  1812. 

Eunice,  born  1814. 

Maria,  born  May  3d,  1816. 

Boy  (died  young),  born  1818.” 
“Nancy  Stevens  joined  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  at  North  Stamford;, 
Conn.,  in  1827. 

Asa  June,  born  November.  17S2. 
Drowned  in  a  freshet  near  Catskill, 
New  York,  July  26th,  1819. 

“Nancy  (Stevens)  June,  married  to 
Lewis  Lockwood  in  1823. 

Lewis  Lockwood  died  June  16,  1833. 
Children  of  last  marriage. 

Charles  Lockwood. 

Daniel  Lockwood. 

Girl  (died  young)."  • 

"Maria  June,  daughter  of  Asa  and 
Nancy  (Stevens)  June,  married  to 
George  Washington  Tomst 
"George  Washington  Toms,'  born  Sep¬ 
tember  4th,  1814,  was  the  son  of  Jos¬ 
eph  a  nd  Susan  Toms.  Original  home, 
Sussex  County,  New  Jersey,  (of  Welsh 
descent.) 

Children  of  George  Washington  and 
Maria  Toms: 
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Alonzo  Phinias,  born  April  25th, 

1842,  in  New  York  City. 

George  Wallace,  born  Nov.  29th, 

1843,  in  New  York  City. 

Mansfield  Harper,  born  Jan.  9th, 

1845,  in  New  York  City. 

'  Estelle  Laune,  born  Feb.  5th, 

1848,  in  New  York  City. 

Eugene  Washington,  born  July 

20th,  1850,  in  New  York  City. 

Eunice  Eva,  born  April. 2nd,  1853, 

in  Stamford,  Conn. 

Anna  Maria,  born  August  27th, 
in  Darien,  Conn. 

Rollin  Timothy,  born  August  18th, 

1855,  in  Darien,  Conn. 

“When  my  father  (George  Wash¬ 
ington  Toms)  was  a  young  man,  he 
shipped  on  a  merchant  vessel,  as  a 
Steward,  and  made  two  trips  to  Liver¬ 
pool,  England.” 

“After  returning,  he  lived  in  the 
south  for  a  few  years,  most  of  the 
time  at  Savannah,  Georgia.” 

“My  grandmother  (Nancy  Stevens 
June  Lockwood),  told  me  that  her 
grandmother  (the  mother  of  Seth 
Stevens)  was  an  Indian  woman.  (My 
brother  Alonzo  showed  that  by  his 
straight,  black  hair.)” 

.“My  grandfather,  Asa  June,  was  a 
prominent  Free  Mason,  and  had  an 
apron  on  which  was  inscribed  the  dif¬ 
ferent  emblems  of  the  order.  He  wore 
this  apron  in  a  parade  on  St.  John’s 
Day,  June,  1818.  My  grandmother 
(Nancy  Stevens  June),  gave  me  the 
apron,  and  my  son,  Rollin,  has  it  now.” 

“At  this  time  they  were  living, near 
Catskill,  New  .York,  and  one  night 
they  had  a  terrible  rain  and  freshet. 
The  people  of  the  little  community 
left  their  homes  to  go  to  higher 
ground.  One  of  their  small  children 
could  not  be  found,  and  thinking  the 
child  might  have  been  left  in  the 
house,  my  grandfather  went  back.  Be-i 
ing  unable  to  get  in  the  door,  he  tried 
to  get  in  a  window  when  he  slipped 
down  into  the  water  and  was  carried 
down  by  the  freshet  and  drowned.” 

“Some  time  afterwards,  mv  grand¬ 
mother  moved  back  to  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  in  1823  married  Lewis 
Lockwood,  a  widower,  and  had  three 
children,  Charles.  Daniel  and  a  girl.” 

“My  grandmother  died  in  1881  and 
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was  buried  in  the  Scofieldtown  ceme¬ 
tery,  by  the  side  of  her  second  hus¬ 
band,  Lewis  Lockwood.” 

“George  Wallace  Toms  married  to 
Rhoda  Peck  Downes,  March  31st,  1864 
at  North  Greenwich,  Conn. 

“Rroda  Pyck  Downes,  born  May  5th, 
1838  at  North  Greenwich,  Cahn., 
daughter  of  Seth  Brush  Downes  and 
Amy  Doumes. 

“Seth  Brush  Downes  born  Sept. 
28th,  1815,  in  New  York  City,  son  of 
Silas  Smith  Dowmes  and  Lucy  Ann 
Downes. 

“Lucy  Ann  Downes,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Brush,  a  Scout  in  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  War,  1776. 

Amy  Downes,  born  Nov.  23rd,  1813, 
in  Connecticut,  daughter  of  David  and 
Maryr  Scofield.”  ^ 

“Children  of  George  Wallace  and 
Rhoda  Peck  Downes : 

“Lucy  Maria,  born  June  ^7th‘,  1886, 
in  Norw'alk,  Conn. 

“Frances  Amy,  born  May  )  26th, 

1868,  in  Darien,  Conn. 

“Rollin  Timothy,  born  May  17th, 

1870,  in  Stamford,  Conn. 

“Seth  Brush,  born  July  3rd,  1872, 
in  Darien,  Conn. 

“George  Washington,  born  July 

12th,  1874,  in  Darien,  Conn. 

“Rutherford  Hayes,  born  Nov.  11th, 
1876,  in  Darien,  Conn. 

“Clara  Agnes,  born  Oct.  7th,  1878, 
in  Stamford,  Conn. 

“Charles  Garfield,  born  Nov.  13th, 

1880,  in  Stamford,  Cqpn.” 

DEATHS 

“Mansfield  Harper  Toms,  Nov.  9th, 
1847. 

“Maria  (June)  Toms,  June  10th, 
1875. 

“Rutherford  Haves  Turns,  Julv  8, 
1879. 

“Frances  Amy  Toms.,  August  4th, 
1879. 

“George  Washington  Toms  (Sr.), 
Dec.  26th,  1894. 

“Mary  (Reynolds)  Toms,  Sept.  11th, 
1895. 

“Nancv  Stevens  June  Lockwood, 
April  20th,  1884. 
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“Susan  Toms,  bom  1799,  died  Oc¬ 
tober  1879. 

“Rhoda  Peck  (Downes)  Toms,  Aug¬ 
ust  29th,  1921. 

“Alonzo  Phineas  Toms,  Dec.  1920. 
“George  Wallace  Toms,  Dec.  5th, 
1936. 


THE  TOMS  FAMILY  TREE 

(C*pt.)  WlllLam  Toms 

(Came  to  America  in  1663,  and  settled  in  New 
Jersey  in  1672,  calling  the  place  "Toms  River”) 

i 

Jonathan  (or  Jothan) 

..  I 

Charles  Toms,  Sr. 

I 

C ha. rift  Toms,  Jr. 

I 

Michael  Torn*  (172-8) 

I 

William  Toms 


Joseph  Toms 

\  '.  I 

G force  Washington  Toms 
(Sept.  4,  1814) 

I 

George  Wallace  Toms 
(Nov.  29,  1843) 

I 

(Rev.  George 
Washington  Toms 
[(July  12,  1874) 


Skinner  Toms 


George  Bnrt  Toms 
(May  17.  1900) 


Virgil  Cook  Toms 
(July  19.  1907) 


<?. 


Robert  Sorber  Toms  Richard  Burt  Toms 

“Regarding  the  Toms  family.  The 
'origin  of  the  Toms  family  in  the 
United  States,  began  with  three  bro¬ 
thers,  who  came,  to  this  County  in 
1663.  Sometime  after  landing  here, 
they  separated.  One  settled  in  what 
i  is  no\v  North  Carolina,  of  which  there 
vis  a  large  following  at  this  time.  An¬ 
other  went  to  South  Carolina,  from 
whom  no  tidings  were  ever  received, 
and  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  killed 
by  the  Indians.  The  other  brother, 
William  Toms,  settled  in  what  is  now 
New  Jersey,  at  a  place  afterwards 
called  Toms  River.  He  is  spoken  of  as 
being  a  prominent  man  in  that  place. 

Before  going  further,  I  will  intro¬ 
duce  myself,  I  am  George  Wallace 
Toms,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War. 
1861-1865. 

Tl\e  first.  descentunt  of  William 


Toms  (whom  I  knew),  was  my  grand¬ 
father,  Joseph  Toms,  a  carpenter.  He 
and  my  grandmother,  Susan  Stout, 
were  married  about  1813.  My  father, 
George  Washington  Toms,  was  born 
September  4th,  1814.  Other  children 
followed,  John,  Susan  and  Sarah.  My 
father  was  a  steward  on  a  sailing  ves¬ 
sel^  crossing  the  ocean  twice. 

On  my  mother’s  side.  My  great 
grandfather  and  my  great  grandmo¬ 
ther,  were  Seth  and  Rheumy  Stevens. 
They  lived  at  New  Canaan.  Conn. 
Seth  Stevens  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  War,  1776.  Their  daugh¬ 
ter,  Nancy  Stevens,  my  grandmother, 
was  born  November  28th,  1790. 

.  My  grandfather  was  Asa  June,,  born 
in  Stamford,  Conn.,  in  1782.  My 
grandfather  and  my  grandmother 
(Nancy  Stevens),  wrere  married  in 
1809.  A  wedding  present  from  her 


mother,  was  a  large  basket,  which  will 
be  found  among  my  things.  This ‘was 
filled  with  provisions  for  their  start  in 
housekeeping.  , 

Of  their  descendants,  Smira  Ann, 
born  in  1810,  was  married  to  Skinner 
Toms,,  uncle  to  my  father.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  wrere,  Asa  J.,  George  B.,  Smira, 
Edgar  A.,  Charles  R.,  Emma,  Cath¬ 
erine,  Mansfield  and  Ella. 

Descendents  of  Asa  and  Nancy  June, 
Louisa  Ann,  born  1810,  Maria,  born 
1816,  Amy,  born  1812,  one.son,  James 
Harvey  Christian,  Eunice,  born  1814. 
Eunice  married  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Smith.  Their  children,  Timothy, 
Charles,  Hiram  Asa,  George  Belcher, 
Hiram  Asa  married  my  sister,  Estelle. 

Maria  June,  my  mother,  and  George 
Washington  Toms,  my  father,  were 
married  in  1841.  Their  children 
*  Alonzo  Phineas,  born  April 

1842. 

George  Wallace,  born 

1843.  1 
Mansfield,  born  in  1846. 

ed  a  few  months.) 

Estelle  Laune,  born  1848. 

Eugene  Washington,  born  July  20th, 
1850. 

Eunice  Eva,  born  April  2nd.  1S53. 
Anna  Maria,  born  August,  1856. 

Roll i n  Timothy,  born  1858. 

“I,  George  Wallace  Tonis,  enlisted 
in  Co.  K.  5th  New  York  Cavalry,  Oc- 
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tober  5th,  1861.  In  February,  1864, 

I  re-enlisted  in  same  company  and 
regiment  for  another  three  years.  In 
March,  1864,  I  was  given  a  furlough 
of  thirty  five  days.  While  home  was 
married  on  March  31st,  1864  to  Rhoda 
Peck  Downes.  Our  children  are: 

Lucy  Maria,  born  June  27,  1866. 

Frances  Amy,  born  May  20th,  1868. 

Rollin  Timothv,  born  May-  17th, 
1870. 

Seth  Brush,  born  July  3rd,  1872. 

George  Washington,  born  Julv  12th, 
1874. 

..Rutherford  Haves,  born  November  ' 
11th,  1876. 

Clara  Agnes,  -born  October  7th, 
1878. 


has  known  the  town  for  many  years 
and  loved  it  like  a  citizen  born  : 

ODE  TO  THE  RIVER  TOMS 
By  Hon.  James  F.  Minturn 

Former  Justice  of  tht  Xnc  Jersey 
~  Supreme  Court 

Oh,  River  Toms,  on  thee  I  gaze, 

And  live  the  life  of  other  days; 

Again  upon  thy  stream  I  ride. 

And  drift  to  ocean  on  your  tide; 
Again  I  ramble  through  thy  bowers. 
Again  I  linger  midst  thy  flowers; 

And  looking  back,  in  fancy  free, 

I  'dream  of  all  thou  meant  to  me. 


Charles  Garfield,  born  November 
12th,  1880. 

"The  family  and  foreparents  of  Rhoda 
Peck  Downes  q 

"One  Johnatha$f  Brush  lived  at 
Stanwich,  town  of  Greenwich,  Conn. 
He  was  a  soldier,  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  1776.  He  had  a  daughter  Lucy, 
who  was  married  to  Silas  Smith 
Downes,  grandfather  of  Rhoda  Peck 
Downes.  Their  children  were: 

Seth  Brush,  George,  Benjamin  and 
Sarah. 

'u  "Seth  Brush  Downes  was  married 
to  Amy  Scofield.  Their  children  were: 

Ruth  Matilda,  Rhoda  Peck  (born 
May  5th,  1838),  Emily,  Silas  Smith, 
Sarah  Melissa,  David  Chauncey,  Tim¬ 
othy  William. 

"Father  of  Amy  Scofield,  Dayid 
Scofield.  ,.  •  * 

"Mother  of  Amy  Scofield,  Mary 
Peck,  was  from  the  Peck  family  of 
Peck’s  Land,  Greenwich,  Conn.  She 
had  one  uncle,  David  Peck,  a  Baptist 
minister  and  the  father  of  twenty 
children.  He  worked  his  farm  in 
Peck’s  I^and  through  the  week,  and  on 
Sunday  would  saddle  .he?  horse,  ride 
over  to  Bangall,  Conn.,  where  he  would 
preach  morning  and  afternoon. 

"Rhoda  Peck  Downes  was  married 
to  George  Wallace  Toms,  March  31st, 
1864,  as  given  heretofore." 


Thy  hills  in  dulcet  tones  proclaim 
The  glories  of  thy  early  fame; 

When  valiant  Huddy  gave  his  blood. 
That  freedom  might  sail  on  thy  flood ; 
-That  men  and  women  true  a?id  free, 
,  Might  sail  the  water  to  the  sea; 

Oh,  beauteous  River  Toms.  . 

•  .  '  ■"  f 

This!  This,  Itdream  of  days  gone  by, 
Of  other  da>^when  you  and  I, 

As  boys  an*  jgirls  with  joyful  lays 
Of  youthfuPJoye  proclaimed  thy  praise, 
Wh^^'hores  of  forests  green  and  gold, 
And  ships  with  sails  thy  glories  told; 
Oh,  beauteous  River  Toms. 

Shall  it  be  thus  in  other  days? 

Shall  other  times  proclaim  thy  praise? 
Record  thy  beauties  of  thy  shore, 
When  we  alas,  shall  be  no  more? 
'C.y^Ah,  then  these  lines  will  live  to  tell, 
’V^iThe  love  of  those  who  here  did  dwell; 

•  Who  always  keep  their  love  for  thee. 
And  flowing  outward  far  to  sea. 

Shall  greet  thee  in  eternity; 

Oh,  beauteous  River  Toms. 


I  know  of  no  better  way  to  close 
this  story  pf  Toms  River  than  by  ap¬ 
pending  the  following  "Ode  to  The 
River  Toms,"  written  by  a  man  who 
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